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Legislators call for answers about Ohio Power Siting Board
process and ruling on Lake Erie wind turbine project
State leader call decision a “tragic mistake”

Columbus – August 28, 2020 - Two legislators yesterday called for answers related to the process surrounding the Ohio Power Siting Board’s (OPSB) May 21st decision on the Lake Erie Icebreaker Wind project.
On June 22, the Lake Erie Energy Development Corporation (LEEDCo) asked the OPSB to reconsider what
some have called a puzzling and questionable decision that makes the Icebreaker Wind project financially
unfeasible. But after two months since the LEEDCo filing, , the case was not placed on yesterday’s board
meeting agenda, leading to questions from legislators who are on the board.
During the OSPB meeting, State Rep. Jeffrey Crossman (D-Parma), asked Chairman Sam Randazzo when the
Icebreaker appeal would be discussed by the board. “Given the concerns that have been raised of the industry decisions in the utility sector … we owe it to the public to make sure that decisions that are coming out of
this board and out of the legislature are fully transparent,’’ Crossman said.
Randazzo said expects the appeal to be addressed at the board’s next meeting. The board typically meets on
the third Thursday of each month.
Sen. Sandra Williams (D-Cleveland), in response to Randazzo’s claim that the process was transparent, noted
that the lengthy document containing the questionable ruling was distributed only hours before the board
voted on it, not giving board members or their staff enough time to fully review it. She questioned why they
didn’t get it earlier, which is the normal process. Sen. Williams is a non-voting member of the board.
While the siting board claimed they “approved” Icebreaker in the spring, the board imposed a “shutdown
condition” -- that was buried deep on page 77 within a 110-page document – mandating the wind farm
cease operations every night from March until November. This condition renders the Icebreaker Wind project financially unfeasible and stunned those involved in the project.
Sen. Williams also wrote a letter (attached) to Randazzo that slammed the board’s shutdown order, saying it
was “a tragic mistake.” She said also that it was “arbitrary, unnecessary and unsupported, and the rationale
provided for it - that it would protect migratory birds – contradict{ed} the evidence we have on record.’’
She wrote that the shutdown order “had less to do with killing birds and more to do with killing this project.…Cleveland doesn’t get opportunities like this every day and we can’t afford to walk away from this one.
For the good of the constituents we share, I again ask my voting colleagues on the OPSB to reconsider this
misguided decision.’’
Icebreaker is a six-turbine project planned in Lake Erie 8 miles off the shore of Cleveland. It is projected to
deliver $250 million to the local economy. The project was reviewed by more than a dozen state and federal
agencies including U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Ohio EPA and others. It has the support of many environmental
groups, including the Sierra Club, the Environmental Defense Fund and the Ohio Environmental Council.

Dave Karpinski, president of LEEDCo, pointed out that Siting Board staff previously approved the project
without the shutdown condition. “I hope that the Board does the right thing and removes that onerous shutdown condition from its ruling, thus giving a green light to a project that will benefit the entire state,’’ he
said.
LEEDCo is a non-profit public-private partnership whose members include the City of Cleveland, the Port of
Cleveland, the Cleveland Foundation and Cuyahoga, Lake, Ashtabula and Lorain counties in Ohio and Erie
County, PA.
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